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ANNEX 4D:   THE COMMITTEE'S ANALYSIS OF A-BOMB
SURVIVOR DATA

Data Used

As outlined in Annex 4A, the RERF LSS data comprise the primary
data set used by the committee for risk modeling. The data supplied to
the committee by RERF covered follow-up through 1985 and were the
same stratified data as used by RERF to prepare LSS Report 11. Two
RERF reports have compared risk estimates under the new DS86 and old
T65D dosimetries (Pr87, Sh87). As the aim of this report is to provide risk
estimates based on the best available data, the committee confined itself
to analyses using just the DS86 data. The primary data file used by the
Committee contained a total of 3,399 strata, compartmentalized by cancer
mortality at a specific site, person years at risk, age at exposure, time after
exposure, dose, city, and sex.

The committee combined the cancer deaths into five categories; leu-
kemia, breast, respiratory, digestive and "other" cancers. These broad
categories were chosen to ensure adequate numbers for detailed model-
ing of modifying effects without combining cancers that showed distinctly
different epidemiologic patterns. In addition, studies of the accuracy of
death certificates by specific cause showed that for some sites errors in